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Just the Facts: Single Use Plastics

packaging production
constituted the

highest-demanded use
for plastic, with

146 million

Mmetric tons used

Each student using a
disposable lunch
produces roughly

67 pounds

of waste during a nine-
month school year

=

Recycling rates are

around 30% N

“a EUrope, 25% in China
% and only 9% in the U.S.
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https://www.earthday.org/fact-sheet-single-use-plastics/?_gl=1*1wi023e*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTMzMDgxNTU1Mi4xNzU4NzQxMTAz*_ga_06X3TZD9X9*czE3NTg3NDExMDIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTg3NDExMDIkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_QENXCBT7TN*czE3NTg3NDExMDIkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTg3NDExMDIkajYwJGwwJGgw
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Earth Day Showcase

Choose one topic from the topics below. Learn about how
plastics effects the Earth in different ways. Find solutions to
plastic problems through action. Showcase your creativity.

Plastics and Art

Use artistic expression to reuse plastic to
Mmake something new

Think about how plastic pollution
effects your community.




_ Grades
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Plastics and Art TT\

Art is something we
create. With art, you can
create a scene or image
that sends a message to

the audience about a
specific topic or theme.




Z Grades
EARTHDAY.ORG 6-8

Plastics and Art

For the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day, the National Archives feature a
poster by Robert Rauschenberg.

Image: Benjamin Von Wong



https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/earth-day-50-featured-document
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2017/06/throwaway-comment-art-highlights-the-dangers-of-plastic/
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Plastics and Art 7 ; (
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From Cinders

Bur Oak with Roots
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Plastic Impact on Animals
Plastic can be harmful to animals in
the wild. That is why we must:
Reduce the amount of plastic we use,
Reuse plastic as many times as possible, and
Recycle as much plastic as we can

Reusing Plastics to Help Animals
We can reuse plastic objects like water
bottles, forks, spoon, cans, etc. in a way that
can benefit wildlife in a safe and helpful

way.

Example: Using water bottles as planters for pollinators
such as bees, butterflies, or hummingbirds.
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rade
6-8

Plastics and Animals

Plastics are everywhere.
Plastics can be found in our
water, beaches, and even the food
chain. Animals are harmed by
plastic, especially when they
mistake it for food, or get tangled
in plastic nets. Plastic breaks
down into small pieces called
microplastics, and spread
throughout habitats, impacting
even the smallest forms of
wildlife.

Small Changes, Big impact.

You can help reduce plastic waste by
making small changes to your
everyday life. Using reasuable water
bottles or lunch containers, recycling
properly, avoiding plastic utensils,
and even picking up litter are some
easy and impactful practices that
can help reduce plastic use and save
wildlife.
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Plastic Pollution and Marine Life
Every year 19-23 million tonnes of
plastic waste leaks into aquatic
ecosystems, polluting lakes, rivers and

Seas.

Plastic Pollution and Wildlife
Sewage is a key factor in the distribution of
microplastics. In fact, 80 to 90 percent of the plastic
particles contained in sewage persist in the sludge.
This sewage sludge is massively used as fertilizer,
thus causing the wide dispersion of microplastics in
our the soils. The overall reduction in consumption
and the reuse of plastic will result in less plastic
circulating through trash piles that can reach the
soil and forests.



https://leap.unep.org/content/basic-page/plastics-pollution-toolkit-about
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aba3656
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aba3656
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/plastic-planet-how-tiny-plastic-particles-are-polluting-our-soil
https://www.earthday.org/actions/act-on-plastic-pollution/
https://www.earthday.org/actions/act-on-plastic-pollution/
https://www.earthday.org/plastic-pollution-calculator-2/
https://www.earthday.org/plastic-pollution-calculator-2/
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Plastics and Community

Clean Ups in Your Community
A clean up is an event where people
come together to pick up waste from
an area so it can keep people and
animals safe and healthy. When
people come together to clean up the
community, you can make a bigger
difference.
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Plastics and Community

Clean Ups in Your Community
Clean up are a great way to bring
people together to keep their
community safe, heathly, and clean.
Clean ups allow people to look at
what types of waste people leave
behind. This can include doing a
waste audit. This can be helpful in
maknig changes on how much
plastic we use and how we can
reduce and reuse plastic waste.




-

EARTHDAY.ORG

9-12

Plastics and Community

Clean Ups in Your Community
Clean up are a great way to bring
people together to keep their
community safe, heathly, and clean.
Clean ups allow people to look at
what types of waste people leave
behind. This can include doing a
waste audit. This can be helpful in
making changes on how much
plastic we use and how we can
reduce and reuse plastic waste.

Organizing Community Events
Organizing an event in your
community is a great way to bring
awareness to the dangers of plastic
waste. Working with your school
can allow you to organize and
amplify messaging for your event.
Learn about the Grat Global Clean
Up with our official toolkit.



https://earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/GGC-Toolkit-2025_v4-1.pdf?_gl=1*youwsv*_ga*MTY2NzkxMTIxLjE3NjMzOTY1MTI.*_ga_06X3TZD9X9*czE3NzI3MjExMzgkbzM5JGcxJHQxNzcyNzIxOTA5JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
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Think

Action
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Learn

What | learned:
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Think

Draw and write about a plastic item that you use.

4 )

Draw and write about a plastic item that you use.

4 )

Is this item
something you can
reuse or recycle?
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Plan

3 steps to achieve goal

3 ways to achieve your goal. )
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Action Checklist

I N S I e B A
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Celebrate

Why is it important to change how we use plastic?

What was your favorite part of this project?

What would you do different next time? Why?




